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For an average of £15 a month, nurseries can access
an ‘Aladdin’s cave’ of donated resources in London

hile £1 might buy you
a tester of pot of paint
in your local DIY store,
it will buy you a whole
litre at the Children’s
SCRAP Project (CSP) in London. If
you are a project member, you will
get it free of charge.

The paint recycling scheme is just
one of the services offered by the
Homerton-based charity, which is
committed to advancing education
and play by collecting, storing and
distributing donated materials suit-
able for arts and crafts projects.

Twenty tonnes of resources — from
buttons, foil and fabric to cork, wood
offcuts and carpet samples — pass
through CSP’s 6,000 sq ft warehouse
every month. This means the char-
ity’s recycling efforts save more than
200 tonnes of material a year
from ending up as landfill.

The organisation was estab-
lished in 1978 in response to
education cuts. CSP project co-
ordinator Morris Bennett says,
‘The project was one of the orig-
inal proponents of the scrap-
store philosophy as it is today. With a
small dedicated staff of four and vol-
unteers, it is able to provide a brilliant
service to local groups ,who have an
Aladdin’s cave on their doorstep.

‘Having a diverse range of materi-
als in our warehouse is a critical for
achieving our targets for development.
We currently have a very healthy sup-
ply source and plenty of stock to serve
us through any recession.

‘We have also been able to provide
materials to groups outside the bor-
ough. Although they tend to visit less
than local groups, they still get value
for money and plenty of new ideas
and inspiration from our materials,
workshops and competitions.

MEMBERSHIP GROUP
CSP currently has nearly 600 mem-
ber groups and serves some 60,000
service users. Members can collect
and visit as many times as they need
for an average of £15 per month.
Membership is available to any
group involved in arts, crafts, play

and learning, as well as community
groups. Schools, children’s centres
and nurseries are among CSP’s mem-
bers. Private, voluntary and inde-
pendent as well as maintained early
years settings are eligible to join.

Members pay a fixed annual charge
of £88 plus a fee per child within
their organisation. The maximum fee
per child is £1.50. Full membership
details are on the charity’s website.

Mr Bennett says, ‘Our next mem-
bership subscription starts in April.
If nurseries join now, they can start
collecting immediately and get one
month free’ H

More information

® Children’s Scrap Project,
http://childrensscrap.co.uk,
020 8985 6290

® CSP’s workshops are run by See
‘n’ Make, the charity’s artist in
residence, www.seenmake.com.
To find out more, email
dave@seenmake.com
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Stock up!

Twoey outdoorsrange
www.twoeytoys.com

Outdoor
furniture
‘requiring zero
maintenance’
willbe
launched

- & by Twoey
Toys at this year’s Education Show (at NEC,
Birmingham, 20-22 March).

Fabricated from a new MDF material called
Medite Tricoya, the Leave Me Outdoors range
is durable, environmentally friendly and, says
the company, never needs to be treated with
creosote, wood stain preservative or varnish.
The new material also enables the designs to be
more like indoor furniture.

The 26 products within the range include
seating, tables, role-play products and storage.

Twoey Toys managing director Johanne Miller
says, ‘This exciting new material offers so many
advantages over traditional wooden outdoor
materials. Being MDF based, it enables us to
offer a comprehensive and exciting range of
outdoor furniture.

Therange is available from leading early years
suppliers — visit the Twoey website for details of
distributors. You can also visit Nursery World at
the Education Show, stand L16.

Go CarinCherry Red by KidO (£12)
www.nubie.co.uk

Go Car is beautifully simple, with a handle on top
and rubber wheels that turn. Suitable for
children from the age of 12 months,
it has smooth edges, a robust
design andis free from PVC, BPA
and phthalates.

Oxford Rain Trousers (£27)

www.kozikidz.com

Oxford Rain Trousers are part of the tried-and-

tested Oxford collection available from Kozi Kidz.
Waterproof and breathable, the range
is made of woven polyester with
apolyurethane coating. The trousers
have reflectors, reinforced knees,
drawstrings at the waist, foot
straps, name labels, and a zip garage
at the chin.

MAM Feel Good Glass Bottle (£12)
www.mamonlineshop.com
MAM has expanded itsrange
of BPA-free babies’ bottles to
include bright and colourful ones an
made of temperature-resistant,
high-quality glass. Strong, durable and
availablein 260mlsize, the bottles’
rounded shapes are easy to hold while
their extra wide opening makes them
easy tofilland clean.
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